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YOUR FRIENDS OF THE BATON ROUGE ZOO ESCORT ~ PHIL FROST 
 

Phil has served as Director of the Baton Rouge Zoo since 1998.  Phil 
began his zoo career in 1982 in Springfield, Illinois, and has also 
served as director of zoos in Nashville, Tennessee; Peoria, Illinois; 
and South Bend, Indiana. He completed his undergraduate studies 
at Greenville College (Illinois) major ing in Biology and earned his 
MPA from LSUõs E. J. Ourso College of Business. 
 
Philõs interests include outdoor photography, traveling and he has a 
passion for wildlife conservation.  Phil looks forward to returning  to 
Kenya, and hopes you will join him on this adventure of a life time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

YOUR PROFESSIONAL NATURALIT : ALBERT M ITCHO KARISA  
 
Your Professional Naturalist , Albert Mitcho Karisa is one of the best and most 
experienced guides currently leading tours in East Africa. Always ready to pass on 
his knowledge in combination with a vibrant sense of humor, travelers comment 
that òAlbert makes learning about the animals, environment and culture an 
especially fun experience.ó A native of Rwanda, he has led trips to Uganda, 
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Congo, Morocco and France. His birding abilities are 
unequaled and his expertise with photography will help you get that perfect 
picture. His unbounded energy stems from his long -distance running, and his 
interests include herbal medicine and the cultures of Africa.   Albertõs passionate 
nature and buoyant personality makes him the perfect ambassador for Africa.  
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YOUR ITINERARY  
 
DAY 1~M ONDAY ~JUNE 17 
BATON ROUGE/ATLANTA /EN ROUTE 
Early this morning  you will  board your flight from Baton Rouge, en route to Amsterdam , via Altanta . (Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 2~TUESDAY~ JUNE 18 
AMSTERDAM /NAIROBI  
Arrive in Amsterdam  this morning  and connect with your flight to Nairobi, the safari cap ital of East Africa. Upo n arrival 
you are welcomed by your Classic Escapes expert driver/guide  and escorted to your luxurious hotel.  The remainder of 
your evening is at leisure. 

 
Located within a pleasant forested area overlooking the second hole of a golf course, The Residences at Karen embody 
comfort, luxury and serenity, perfect for any getaway.  The Residences at Karen, is truly your home away from home 
offering all the luxuries of a five star hotel, with special personalized service, a relaxed atmosphere and great attention t o 
detail. A  team of professional staff is eager to serve you and anticipate your every need. The Residences host six cottages 
and twelve apartment suites . The stunning cottages have two spacious bedrooms with its own accessible door from 
outside and a luxuriously furnished living room with a beautiful stone fire place, service area , dining area, and furnished 
terrace. All rooms are equipped with modern amenities.  
Overnight at THE RESIDENCES AT KAREN  in cottage rooms.(Meals Aloft ) www.theresidences.or.ke  
 

DAY 3~WEDNESDAY ~JUNE 19 
NAIROB I 
An interesting day is in store for you. After a briefing about the wonderful events ahead, get set for an exciting adventure 

as you visit Daphne Sheldrickõs Elephant Orphanage at the 
edge of Nairobi National Park, which is  a nursery and rehab 
center for infant elephants that have lost their families , as well 
as rhino and occasionally zebras and other wildlife.  Daphn e 
was the first person to successfully master the art and raise 
orphan infant elephants. The wife of the famous naturalist 
David Sheldrick, Daphne has dedicated her life to 
conservation.  David was founder Warden of Kenya's giant 
Tsavo East National Park, in which he served from 1948 until 
his death in 1976.  Daphne has continued her involvement and 
has had real impact on the lives of elephants and rhinos, which 
would have normally died due to human poaching and 
surrounding population conflict.  Youõll enjoy a visit with the 
elephants as theyõre brought by their keepers to the waterhole 

http://www.theresidences.or.ke/
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and salt lick to be fed and socialize ð see how they roll in the 
mud and play fight, and their affectionate interaction with their 
keepers. Daphne, or a member of her staff, will be on hand to 
discuss their habits, as well as impart interesting facts about 
their upkeep. These infants are eventually released into the wild 
at Tsavo East National Park and end up in the care of other 
orphans who have been successfully reintroduced to the wild.  
 
Enjoy lunch before visiting the Karen Blixen House, the former 
house of the Danish Baronness, Karen Blixen (1885-1962) author 
of the book Out of Africa. Karen lived in this green residential 
area from 1914 to 1931 when she left permanently for Denmark. 

The house was built in 1910 and when Ms. Blixen bought the property, it had 6,000 acres of land but only 600 acres were 
developed for growing coffee; the rest was retained under natural forest. The house was bought by the Danish 
Government, which offered it back to Kenya in 1963. In 1986, the house, formerly used as a school, was transformed to a 
National Museum. Much of the orig inal furniture is on display in the house and most objects were either used by Karen 
herself or for the shooting of the film or donated to the museum.  
 
Your next stop is at the Kazuri Bead Factory, founded by Lady 
Wood, widow of the founder of the Flying Doctor Society Michael 
Wood. All of the beads and pottery in the shop is designed and 
created by mothers who would not otherwise have employment. 
The quality and beautyof designs has made the factory a favorite 
of locals and visitors alike.   
 
This evening, meet with American Mary Wykstra from Action for Cheetahs in Kenya (ACK) who will discuss their efforts 
to save this magnificent animal in Kenya. Mary worked at Utahõs Hogle Zoo for many years, but in 2001 she followed her 
dream to pursue field work in Afr ica.  Her passion for cheetahs and love for the wild brought her to Kenya where her goal 
soon became to carry out field research for the conservation issues in Kenya on areas of commercial farming and high 
human population where cheetah numbers appear to be declining. The current focus of ACK work is in evaluation of 
adaptations to cheetahs in human dominated landscapes. Mary will discuss the use of camera traps, scat detection dogs, 
and the role of communities in conservation.  
 
Your welcome dinner has been prepared for you at the Carnivore Restaurant.  Carnivore's specialty is meat, and features 
an all-you-can-eat meat buffet. Every type of meat imaginable, including four choices of wild game, is roasted on 
traditional Maasai swords (skewers) over a huge, visually spectacular charcoal pit that dominates the entrance of the 
restaurant 
Overnight at THE RESIDENCES AT KAREN in cottage rooms. (B,L,D) 
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DAY 4~THURSDAY ~JUNE 20 
NAIROBI /TREE HOTEL 
Begin your exploration of this magnificent country with its 
diverse landscapes and hospitable people, and drive north to 
the verdant slopes of Mt. Kenya en route to your ôtree hotelõ! 
On arrival check into the lodge and enjoy the remainder of the 
day at leisure.   
 
One of the highlights of your visit will be a guided nat ure walk  
(at an additional cost) by the lodge naturalist through the forest, 

which enables you to 
experience nature 
close up, and offers a 
brief on historical 
aspects of Mount 
Kenya and the area ð 
so important during the Mau Mau movement for independence f rom British 
rule. The majestic rocky peaks of Mount Kenya constantly tower over the scene 
and youõre likely to see some rare forest birds, as well as waterbuck, bushbuck, 
and oftentimes elephant and buffalo.  Colobus monkeys may leap overhead, and 
Sykes monkeys can often steal your food if youõre enjoying it while on the 
verandah. 
 

The Mountain Lodge , which stands 7,200 feet up on the slopes of 
snow-capped Mount Kenya and  is surrounded by dense rain forest, 
has the areaõs highest record of animal òvisitsó and sightings. All 
rooms, though rustic, are very clean and comfortable with en -suite 
facilities and spacious verandahs often ôpatronizedõ by Colobus and 
Sykes monkeys (who may try to steal your food as you relax!). The 
main public areas overlook an illumin ated waterhole frequented by a 
myriad of wildlife. The area comes alive at dusk with the cacophony 
of creatures of all sizes. Game viewing, throughout evening and 
night, includes elephants, buffalos, rhinos, giant forest hogs, 
waterbucks, and if you are lu cky a leopard and lions. A specially 
built structure, connected to the lodge by a short tunnel, allows close-up views of the game at the waterhole.  
Overnight at the SERENA MOUNTAIN LODGE. (B,L,D)  www.serenahotels.com/serenamountainlodge/default-en.html 
Approximate driving time from Nairobi to Serena Mtn. Lodge: 3.5-4 hours. 

 
DAYS 5/6~FRIDAY /SATURDAY ~JUNE 21/22 
SWEETWATERS TENTED CAMP  
Another adventure begins when you drive today to the heart of 
a privat ely-owned 24,000 acre reserve, where your luxurious 
tented camp with magnificent views of Mt. Kenya  awaits you. 
One of only four private wildlife reserves in Kenya, your under 
canvas experience includes a day wildlife drives in search of 
the ôBig Fiveõ. Watch a parade of elephant, giraffe, zebra and 
impala come to drink at the campõs floodlit waterhole and 
saltlick. Optional activities abound, you may choose to go on a 
night drive in search of nocturnal species, go on a nature walk 
or join a rhino patrol with experienced armed rangers to find 
and monitor blac k rhino.  
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During your stay here, you will also visit the 200-acre Chimpanzee sanctuary that has been set up here. Although chimps 
are not indigenous to Kenya, the aim of the project, initiated by Lonrho East Africa, Kenya Wildlife Services and the Jane 
Goodall Institute, was to set up a colony where chimps could be introduced, rehabilitated and taught to fend for 
themselves in an area similar to their natural living conditions. 
Priority is given to orphaned and abused chimps. The Sanctuary 
currently has over 40 chimps, including two babies born in the 
Sanctuary. There is also a new Visitor's Information Center at 
Morani's Boma.  
 
Accommodation is provided in luxuriously appointed tents se t 
under thatched roofs, with en suite facilities and private 
verandahs. All tents face the waterhole, and often the best time to 
be had is just sitting on your private porch watching the 
procession of animals that are attracted to the waterhole and 
observing their behavior.  
Overnight s at SWEETWATERS TENTED CAMP in Morani rooms. 
(B,L,D Daily )  
www.serenahotels.com/serenasweetwaters 
Approximate driving time from Serena Mtn. Lodge to Sweetwaters 
Tented Camp: 3.5-4 hours. 

 
DAY 7~SUNDAY ~JUNE 23 
LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK  /LAKE ELMENTEITA  

 
Travel overland for a fabulous day of nature viewing. You are now in the heart of the Great Rift Valley  (which roughly 
bisects Kenya North to South, a huge geological fault -line that stretches round one-sixth of the Earthõs circumference and 
is visible from far out in space . At 2,000 feet deep and 30 miles wide, it runs as far as the eye can see. Its walls are sheer 
and high and , along its length, there are many volcanoes mostly  dormant. The landscape, with bubbling springs and 
geysers, is spectacular.  
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Arrive Lake Nakuru  National Park, a shallow alkaline body of water, once world -renowned for the huge concentration of 
flamingos. Today, there arenõt many flamingoes left, but the park boasts a huge variety of animals including leopard  ð 
often found snoozing on the branches of magnificent yellow -barked acacias ð lion, buffalo, hippo, waterbuck, warthog, 
baboon, and the endangered Rothschildõs giraffe (Only f ound in this part of Kenya), white rhino and the rare, protected 
black rhino . For the bird -watching enthusiast there are 450 species found in the park vicinity, with a big concentration of 
water birds  including Marabou Stork and pelican . 
 

 
Your home for the tonight , Lake Elmenteita Serena Camp, offers luxurious accommodations nestled in the amazing Rift 
Valley scenery. Uniquely situated on the sh oreline of sapphire-blue Lake Elmenteita where hundreds of thousands of 
birds congregate, the small and exclusive Lake Elmenteita Serena Camp is brand new ð opened in June, 2011. Evocatively 
styled to echo the areaõs rich history, the camp blends aristocratic elegance with modern luxury and offers cuisine and 
service of fittingly high standards.   
 

The nomadic Maasai had passed through the area for centuries and the name 
Elmenteita derives from the Maasai Ol muteita for òplace of dustó.  Then in 1897 one 
of the first pioneers arrived, after walking over 1,000 km south from Berbera on the 
coast of Somalia.  This was the third Baron Delamere, who dedicated his foresight and 
fortune to pioneering farming methods in the Rift Valley.   He moved to Elmenteita in 
1906, where he further experimented with sheep and cattle ranching, advised and 
assisted by the Maasai ð with whom he had a great rapport.   He named his farm 
Soysambu, Maasai for òstriated rockó - Sambu is also a cow color. 
 
Todayõs Soysambu is a 48,000 acre Wildlife Conservancy, also a RAMSAR site ð a 
wetland of international importance.   The alkaline lakeõs rocky islands are the only 
East African nesting site for Great White Pelicans, while its algae and plankton 
provides food for vast flocks of flamingos and a multitude of other waterfowl, many 
of them rare.  The Conservancy protects over 450 bird species and 15,000 wild 
animals.  Rothschild giraffes have found a safe haven for breeding here, while a 
diverse variety of terrain shelters many species ð from herds of giant elands to tiny 
dik -diks and cliff -dwelling klipspringers. Night game -drives offer a unique 
opportunity to spot nocturnal creatures including the curious drives offer a unique 
opportunity to spot nocturnal creatures including the curious -looking aardvark and 

elusive leopard.  Walking is also allowed, with chances to experience the miracles of the bush close-up.  Atmospheric bush 
dinners beneath the stars, spectacular sundowners and hot-air ballooning over this geologically fascinating part of the 
Great Rift Valley are a few more of the campõs exciting activities.  Lake Nakuru National Park and Kariandusi prehistoric 
site are nearby. 
Overnight  at the ELEMENTEITA SERENA. (B,L,D)www.serenahotels.com/serenaelmenteita 
Approximate driving time from Sweetwaters Tented Camp to Elementaita Serena (Lake Nakuru National Park): 4.5 hours. 
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DAYS 8/9~M ONDAY /TUESDAY~JUNE 24/25 
M AASAI M ARA / NORTHERN SERENGETI  
Your drive  now takes you to the Maasai Mara, 
Kenyaõs most famous wildlife  reserve, much 
the setting for the film Out of Africa. It is classic 
savannah ð grasslands, where animals are 
plentiful and the vistas spectacular.  In this 
dreamlike land, animals live in freedom, and 
the Maasai care for their herds, all sharing the 
same land with minimal conflict . You will have 
two days of wildlife -viewing opportunities in 
the Maasai Mara Reserve, also known as the 
òJewel of Africa,ó a site with one of the largest 
and the most spectacular animal migrations in 
the world.  The reserve is inhabited by many of 
Africa's most popular wild animals, including 
lion, cheetah, elephant, leopard, black rhino 
and hippo.  There are also over 500 resident 
species of birds in the park including ostrich, 
larks and sunbird s as well as the lovely Lilac-breasted Roller.  
 
The area is famous for rolling grassland and for the Mara River, which runs through the reserve from north to south.  The 
reserve covers an area of 700 square miles and forms part of the Serengeti ecosystem, hosting the world famous spectacle 
of the annual migration of up t o two million wildebeest, thousands of zebra and an escort of carnivores from the Serengeti 
plains that follow the rains and succulent new grass. A costly trek as many of the lame, laggard and sick will fall prey to 
the ravaging pack of predators and many more will die in the swirling flood waters of the Mara River as they try to cross 
it.  While it is a bit too early for the migration in June, the Mara has its own resident herds and youõre sure to see plenty of 
wildlife! The Mara also has one of the highest concentrations of cheetah on the continent, as well as many magnificent 
black-maned lions.  
 
Optional activities abound wh ile youõre in the Maasai Mara. You can try a balloon safari for an exhilarating experience 
over the savannah as the early sun rises and the animals are more active. If you wish, you can also visit a Maasai Village 
to experience this nomadic tribeõs way of life and see their colorful culture (at an additional cost of $30 per person.) 
 
The Mara Serena Safari Lodge is an interpretation of a 
traditional Maasai Manyatta village of domed huts. 
Accommodation is offered in 73 guestrooms, all of which 
have been styled to mirror the circular motif of a 
traditional Maasai Manyatta village of domed huts. The 
wide -spaced and secluded rooms have been individually 
styled in exuberant bush colors and feature large 
spacious en-suite bathrooms. It is set on the saddle of a 
hill where it overlooks the 695 square miles of rolling 
plains, woodlands and rivers that make up the Maasai 
Mara Triangle ð one of the world's richest wildlife 
sanctuaries.  No other lodge has such a spectacular view 
of the surrounding landscape or the wildlife and birdlife 
that inhabit it. It is on this very terrain  stretching 
endlessly before the lodge where the annual migration 
takes place, where millions of wildebeest, zebra and 
gazelle traverse the landscape to feed on the rich new grass and give birth to their young. 
Overnights at the MARA SERENA SAFARI LODGE.  (B,L,D Daily)  www.serenahotels.com 
Approximate driving time from Lake Nakuru National Park to Maasai Mara: 5-6 hours. 
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DAY 10~WEDNESDAY ~JUNE 26 
M AASAI M ARA / NAIROBI / EN ROUTE  
Enjoy a last chance to photograph that awesome 
sunrise before driving back to Nairobi.  (An optional 
flight between Maasai Mara and Nairobi is available at 
an additional cost of $350 per person). A dayroom will 
be supplied for you at the OLE SERENI before your 
transfer to the airport for your late evening flight to 
Amsterdam , connecting to your return flight s 
home. As your journey comes to a close, you say a 
fond farewell to your driver/guides and promise to  
come back in the not too distant future. (B, Meals 
Aloft)  
Approximate driving time from Maasai Mara to 
Nairobi: 6 hours. 
 

DAY 11~THURSDAY ~JUNE 27 
ATLANTA / BATON ROUGE 
This afternoon your jet lands in Atlanta . From here connect with your flight back home to Baton Rouge, bringing with you 
the memories of all the wonderful sights of East Africa.  (Meals Aloft ) 
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OPTIONAL EXCURSION  IN THE M AASAI M ARA  
 

BALLOON SAFARI  
Your exhilarating balloon safari is the most amazing way to 
experience the wildlife. Your early morning ride allows for 
an hour of uninterrupted wildlife views from the air ð 
definitely the best way to see the migration when in season 
(July through October) and the incessant movement of 
animals in the Mara. Upon landing, enjoy a champagne 
brunch, set especially for you in the middle of the plains. 
Zebra and wildebeest may be your dining guests, and 
Africaõs colorful birds may vie for a crumb of you r bread.  
 
At present, the costs are as follows: 
 
 

 

�x Maasai Mara with collection from your lodge ð Mara Serena Lodge: $500 per adult (including children 12 and over  
and $300 per child ages 3-11 years who must be accompanied by an adult on the balloon.  

 

Reservations for this excursion are necessary before departure from the USA, if you wish to be guaranteed a seat. Full 
payment must be forwarded to Classic Escapes, 58-25 Queens Blvd., Woodside, NY 11375 to be received at least three 
weeks prior to departure.  If your trip does not materialize due to wea ther or other reasons, your payment will be refunded 
upon returning to the U.S.A.  However, if you should cancel for any reason, payment is non -refundable. 

 
 

 


